Lab Work Expectations
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Before Lab
1. Simple labs in which procedures are given:
a. Read through the lab to make sure you know 

a. The purpose of the lab – what are you supposed to observe/learn?

b. What you will do in the lab and why you are doing each step

c. Safety precautions you need to take

b. Set up your lab notebook with 

a. Title

b. Purpose/problem – what you are supposed to learn

c. Data tables
2. Formal labs in which you come up with the question, hypothesis and procedures

a. When planning is assigned you will either be asked to write an introduction or an introduction and procedures. You should follow the Lab Report Guidelines closely for these kinds of labs as that is how they will be graded. 

b. The document you hand it may not be returned to you so make sure you have another copy of your procedures, etc.

c. For second year students, when you hand in your introduction and procedures – this is the document that will be graded.  Any revisions done after the lab is performed will be disregarded.  Planning in advance is really important! 

d. In some cases class time will be given for preparing for labs.  It is a very good idea to use this time to set-up equipment and test your methods to make sure it will work. If this time is not used wisely you will not be allowed to come in before or after school to make-up the time.

You will not be allowed to begin the lab until the above is completed.  If this requires you to come before or after school your lab will be considered late.
During Lab

1. Follow safety precautions and proper techniques 

2. Ask questions, but don’t ask me questions that are easily answered by reading your lab handout (this factors into your IB grade)

3. Use your lab notebook

a. Write only on the right side page 

b. Write in ink only

c. Keep a table of contents up to date

d. Sign, date, and number each page

e. It’s ok to make mistakes but don’t scratch them out or use white-out.  Put a single line through mistakes. 

f. Label data and observations (include units, sig figs, and uncertainties)

g. Start each new experiment on a new page

4. What you must have in your lab notebook

a. Title

b. Purpose/question

c. Hypothesis (if typed, tape it in)

d. Procedures 

1. Simple labs: reference hand-out

2. Formal labs: type and tape it in

e. Data (include units, sig figs, and uncertainties)
Write-ups

1. Simple labs in which procedures are given: What you need to turn in will depend on the lab and will be explained in class.  The Lab Report Guidelines will not be used to grade these labs.

2. Formal labs: 
a. Use the layout and clearly label the sections I ask you to label.  This is to help the IB graders easily grade your lab write-ups. 

b. Hand in two copies of your lab if you would like one back.  One copy will go into your portfolio which is to remain in the classroom at all times.

c. E-mail copies of the lab must be received before class on the day it’s due. Otherwise, it’s late.
